Stop Senseless Violence and Start Listening to Women
A statement by the European Women’s Lobby

Exactly one week ago, on 4 October, thousands of Israelis and Palestinians gathered together in Jerusalem to demand an end to the cycle of bloodshed and demonstrate support for the resolution of the conflict. 

The demonstration was organised for the second year in a row by Women Wage Peace, the largest grassroots peace movement in Israel, and Women of the Sun, the Palestinian women’s peace movement. The work, mission and collaboration of these two organisations illustrate a structural issue seen in conflicts around the world - women can, want and need to be involved in all stages of conflict resolution and peacebuilding processes to achieve sustainable and long-lasting peace. It is time we let them do so.

Today, just seven days after, the story of women in Israel and Palestine is not that of empowerment, respect and dignity, but that of fear, violence and death. 

Women, men, children and even babies have been murdered, slaughtered, or burnt alive in their own houses by Hamas terrorists. As in all conflicts, women are now paying a disproportionately high price for the decisions of others. Rape is again being used as a weapon of war. Women have been brutally raped at the area of the rave, next to their friends’ dead bodies (260 dead). Several of these women, these rape victims, appear to have later been executed. Others were kidnapped into Gaza. One of the peace activists of Women Wage Peace, Vivian Silver, is currently missing and probably held hostage in Gaza. EWL strongly condemns those barbaric acts of violence by a terrorist organisation. 

We want to stress that Hamas is not the population of Gaza, as they are victims of their actions and suffering of the consequences of their actions,

The world cannot keep running on hate.

For decades, women’s rights organisations both in the region and globally have been speaking out and asking for a seat at the table. More war will never bring a true, sustainable peace, and the decision about what happens next cannot be made without listening to those affected the most. 

As the largest umbrella organisation in Europe representing over 2000 women’s organisations, the European Women’s Lobby (EWL) strongly condemns all terrorist acts, conflict and war, as they are the ultimate expression of patriarchy. We stand strongly with our sisters in Israel and Palestine in asking for an immediate stop to violence. 

The EWL also calls on the international community, in particular the United Nations (UN) General Assembly, the Security Council and Secretary General Guterres, to fully reinstate the UN Charter and implement UN Resolution 1325 (2000) and its whole agenda on Women, Peace and Security.  

In these very difficult times, we offer our unconditional support to all women and girls who are affected by this conflict. We express our deepest condolences to all who suffered losses of their loved ones, and stay ready to support women’s organisations on the field with tools, knowledge and resources. 

We reaffirm our commitment to peace and ask for the immediate release of all hostages

To all of the women and girls fighting for freedom, equal rights, peace and security  and refusing to fall victims to hatred, conflict and violence: You are the future of this region.

We will work hard to ensure the rest of the world realises this too. Stay safe. 


---
The European Women's Lobby is the largest umbrella organisation of women's associations in Europe. Founded in 1990, the EWL works to promote women's rights and equality between women and men and represents more than 2000 organisations across Europe.
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